Raising the Par Ling

civgaging Cong
hrough kx

regations

veriential

sic & Worship Arts

By Dr. lerri Sinclair

and Kirsten Ellefson Foyles




Contents

INTRODUCTION ..cuuuunennntiniiiiiieinieeeeeeneeninssnssssnesessssssssssmssssssesssseseses Sosliliecennnns

DAYS FROM THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR AND CHURCH YEAR

AAVENT ..o R . 2.7
Epiphany ..o . TR 10
Transfiguration Sunday........c.cccooveeeveencenndU R LS 13

Palm Sunday ........coooiiiiiiiii e S S adin e 19
Pentecost ..o O R 22
World Communion Sunday ................] .\ 25
All Saints Day .........ccocueeenee, . N TP UUSRUPSOROPIO 28
Christ the King Sunday.. 4. ... ... 0088 ..o, 31

OTHER SPECIAL DA



=

Introduction

e work together in a mutigenerational music ministry at Community.
Wan Church in Pinehurst, North Carolina. In our music and worship plannin
found a wealth of resources to assist with the incorporation ofi
the faith, and a lack of resources for meaningful incorporation of more
into worship. We also found numerous resources for adult choir,

choir, but those resources were not always relevant for the multi
desired.

of

We previously conducted research to find current cong songs that were
applicable to specific dates within the liturgical calefhda expanded the concept to

include a brief history of each date and an indica were most suitable for
children’s voices. We published our research, uild, in a series of articles
entitled For Every Season, There Is a Song. This Sefi sed‘on application of contemporary

Christian music to different liturgical datespwi al emphasis on music that was particu-
larly appropriate for congregational si dll as for children’s voices.

Our next step was to research, eate opportunities for creative worship and
to explore ways to merge the m0 esearch into those creative elements in our
worship services at CPC esponded so favorably, we created a workshop
entitled Creative and Iz ression of Music in Worship in which we offered

a.connection between the songs, a specific liturgical date,
and the active onal involvement of the congregation.

us our creative worship ideas around the liturgical calendar dates that would be ap-
e to multiple denominations. In an effort to make this a comprehensive worship plan-
ning resoéurce for those dates, we included a brief history and/or lesser known aspect of each
liturgical date, a creative worship element centered around the date, and an explanation that
would allow children to understand and connect with the concept/story of each date.

Finally, we reduced the comprehensive song lists from our articles down to a short list of
20-25 songs that we most highly recommend, based on their lyrical connection to the date
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———

‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are important among the rulers of Judah.
A ruler will come from you. He will be like a shepherd for my people, the Israelites.”

Mathew 2:6 ICB — quoting Micah 5:2

Advent

but it is believed that additions to the
brid philosophy on Advent. This hy

er regions in Europe codified a hy-
ventually adopted by the Roman church
Advent many churches celebrate today.
the joyful themes of Advent have changed

k blue to differentiate Advent from the clearly

Some denominations and chur
the liturgical color of Adve

brings prepares our hearts to celebrate his birth on Christmas Day.

During the children’s sermon, each child could be given a Christmas coloring page to pre-
pare for their parents as Christmas gifts. Distribute two crayons to each child (ex: purple and
blue). Tell them to color only the parts of the picture that they want to be purple and blue,
and that they will get more colors the following week. Explain that this kind of picture will
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take more planning and more thought than if they had all of the colors available to them at
once. The next Sunday, distribute green and yellow crayons and remind them to add only
those colors to their pictures. The following week give them orange and red crayons. There
will be much excitement on the final Sunday when you give them all of the remaining colors
to complete the picture. The children can present the pictures to their parents on Christmas
Eve, and explain how they had waited and planned for each color on the page. This kines-
thetic activity will help children understand the concept of waiting and preparation
key components of Advent. Adults in the congregation could also be encouraged to
this activity with one of the numerous adult coloring books currently available

Creative Worship Element: Watching & Waiting

During the first Sunday of Advent, ask the congregation to close eVies ¢ wer a cou-
ple of simple questions silently without opening their eyes. A of an object in

ils we can overlook in
eness and the practice

their accuracy; it is surprising how many seemingly i
the midst of our hectic lives. Next introduce ming
of examen. These concepts encourage us to b
and to then become aware of and open to Got
son of Advent, challenge yourself to look

at moment. During this sea-
e in every moment of your life.

“Abba, Abba, Hear Us,” Hope Is a Light (Daniel Charles Damon, 2007)

aldson; Music: Korean ) )
In Excelsis Deo (Jordan Critz & Matt Boswell, 2008)

Light of the World (Lauren Daigle, Paul Duncan & Paul
Mabury, 2014)

My Soul Magnifies the Lord (Chris Tomlin & Daniel
Carson, 2009)

My Soul Proclaims with Wonder (Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr.;
Music: John Carter, 2014)

Prepare the Way of the Lord (Taizé€ Community, 1984)

iah (Robin Mark, 1996) Song of Hope (Heaven Come Down) (Robbie Seay,
Taylor Johnson, Ryan Owens, Chase Jenkins, Dan
Emmanuel Come (Cindy Morgan, Jon Steingard & Hamilton & Tedd Tjornhom, 2007)

Todd Fields, 2013) )
The Advent Road (Text: Charlotte Lee; Music: Douglas

Fear Not (Paul Marino & Jeremy Johnson, 2010) E. Wagner, 2010)
He Came Down (Trad. Cameroon; Trans. John Bell, There Is Hope (Christopher Machen, 1999)
1986)



When Jesus Comes (Text: Mary Kay Beall; Music: John
Carter, 2011)

When Love Is Born Anew (Charlotte Lee & Douglas E.
Wagner, 2004)

Witness to the One True Light (Daniel Charles Damon,
2007)

Choristers Guild Corner

Selected anthems from the Choristers Guild Catalog ® www.choristersguild.org

A Litany for Advent | McRae | CGA570 Jus” A Little Farther to Go |
A Waiting Carol | Kemp | CGA555 Let Every Heart Prepa
CGA1320

Advent Blessing | Crunk | CGA1273

O Come, O Co
Advent Celebration | Patterson | CGA1159 CGA721
Advent Joy | Hopson | CGA870
Ale Pun | Schram | CGE37-CGE41 ) er | CGA1130
An Advent Carol | Lindh | CGA648 ing : Hopson | CGA1040
Come, Come Emmanuel | Bailey & Mayo | CGA1031 joicewith Heart and Voice | Clemens |

Come, Lord Jesus, We Are Waiting | Christophejsa
CGA592 Shalt Know Him | Burrows | CGA1410-

God Is Never Late | Smith | CGA1440
Hope Will Come | Brighton | CGA1
How Will We Know Him? | Al



———

They spent their time learning the apostles’ teaching. And they continued to share, to break bread, and to pray
together. And everyone felt great respect for God. All the believers stayed together. They shared everything.

Acts 2: 42-44 ICB

First Sunday in October
The idea for World Communion Sunday began in the ' hurch as a gift to

an Church in Pittsburg, PA, World Communio ained strength and popularity
during World War I1.? In a time when the secular

gether. World Communion Sunday is now cel sfous denominations and cul-
tures as a reminder that we are all one in the f.
both our unity in Christ as well as our diy&tsi

ave family members (aunts, uncles, cousins)
ry? In lots of other countries? Well, you may not
ose questions is, “Yes!” When you are baptized into
important part of a huge family that has relatives in every
hard to imagine that you have brothers and sisters in Christ
exico, Syria, and Iceland. As a Christian, you are a member
billion people in 195 different countries.

the family of Gaoe

country aroun %
living in Sou %o

C

A
[
»

with those 2 billion family members, and they also think about us. One thing we
have'in,common with Christians around the world is that we all celebrate communion to
remembér that God so loved the world, he gave us his son, Jesus. To celebrate our gigantic
and wonderful Christian family, we all have communion on the same day once a year and
we call that day World Communion Sunday. Now when you look at a huge map of the world
you can remember that you have family in all of those countries, and once a year you cele-
brate a wonderful family tradition together.
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Creative Worship Element: God So Loved the World

This creative worship element allows the congregation to engage in World Communion Sun-
day through kinesthetic and visual experiences. As they enter the worship space, give each
person a small sticker in the shape of a heart. Display a world map in a central/easily visible
location in the front of the worship space. During communion, invite the congregation to
place their hearts on the map over a country or region for which they would like to
prayer for peace, healing, or hope. Then offer them the opportunity to visit a prayer s
further personal reflection. The map covered in hearts is a powerful representa
love for the world and the collective power of prayer.

s/ Congregational Worship Songs
Songs'that can be sung by children or youth alone, but also provide opportunities for the chil-
dren and youth to lead congregational song.

All Are Welcome (Hans Peterson & Larry Olson, Be One (Natalie Grant, 2015)
1999)

Behold the Lamb (Keith Getty & Kristyn Getty, 2009)
All the People Said Amen (Matt Maher, 2013)

Children of God (Steven Curtis Chapman, 2007)
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